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NSAA Preparation Workshop 
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Today’s session

• Introduction to the NSAA and Natural Sciences 
• Advice on how to tackle the NSAA 
• Problem solving practice:

• Part A – Mathematics 
• Part C – Chemistry 
• Part D – Biology 
• Part Z – Biology (Advanced) 
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Introduction to the NSAA
Section Details

Section 1 1 hour 
Answer 40 MCQs 
(1.5 minutes per question)
20 Qs – Compulsory Part A (Maths) 
20 Qs – Choose Part B,C or D (Physics, 
Chemistry or Biology)
Uses knowledge around GCSE level  

Section 2 1 hour 
Answer 20 MCQs 
(3 minutes per question)
Choose 1 from Part X, Y or Z (Physics, 
Chemistry or Biology) 
Expects more advanced science knowledge 
(closer to AS Levels/Year 12)

Both sections:
Non-

calculator
No negative 

marking
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First Year Natural Sciences 

Compulsory – Mathematics or Mathematical Biology 

Choose 3 from: 
• Biology of Cells
• Chemistry 
• Earth Sciences 
• Evolution and Behaviour
• Materials Science 
• Physics
• Physiology of Organisms 

Your NSAA 
choices do not 
influence what 

you can choose in 
first year Natural 

Sciences!
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Preparing for the NSAA 

• Look closely through the specification 
• Use this as your basis for revision 

• Practice! 
• Time management 
• Answering strategies 
• Applying your knowledge 

• Choose your parts in advance
• Use your teachers 
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Specification 

Example:

Part A –Mathematics 
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Specification 

Example:

Part Z – Biology 
(Advanced) 
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Practice Q1
Part A: Mathematics 

Q4 from the Specimen Paper, 2022 
update (accessible on the Natural 
Sciences webpage) 
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Practice Q2
Part D – Biology 

Q71 from the 2021 NSAA Past Paper 
(accessible on the Natural Sciences 
webpage) 
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Practice Q3 – choose a 
breakout room

Part D: Biology 

OR

Part C: Chemistry 

Both questions are from the 
NSAA Specimen paper 
(update for 2020)

Remember: you 
will only choose 

one of these parts 
in the exam! 
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Q3 – Biology option
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Q3: Chemistry option
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Q4 – Biology (advanced) 

Part Z – Biology 
(advanced)

Q21 from the NSAA 
Specimen Paper 
(updated for 2022)


